






Live reactions, complete 
team coverage and more. 
Free on the Audacy app.

Listen on





 
 

Changing  
the game
for your favorite players.
As the region’s only orthopaedic team with dedicated pediatric  

experts and on-site rehab, we’re the preferred choice for young athletes.  

From minor injuries to major surgeries, we’ve got you covered.  

Call (585) 275-5321 or visit gamechangers.urmc.edu.

Specialized care for injury 

prevention and recovery, 

focused on getting kids 

back to their game.
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saving for college  
easier.

NY 529 makes

NY 529 is an investment plan designed 
to help you save for higher education 
costs at eligible schools across the 
U.S. and abroad. There’s no minimum 
contribution and fees are low.

It’s custom-designed for education.

nysaves.org

Investment returns are not guaranteed, and you could lose money by investing in the Direct Plan.

For more information about New York’s 529 College Savings Program Direct Plan, obtain a Disclosure Booklet and Tuition Savings Agreement at nysaves.org or by calling 877-NYSAVES (877-697-2837).  
This document includes investment objectives, risks, charges, expenses, and other important information. You should read and consider it carefully before investing.  
Before you invest, consider whether your or the beneficiary’s home state offers any state tax or other benefits that are only available for investments in that state’s 529 plan. Other state benefits may include 
financial aid, scholarship funds, and protection from creditors.  

The Comptroller of the State of New York and the New York State Higher Education Services Corporation are the Program Administrators and are responsible for implementing and administering  
the Direct Plan.   

Ascensus Broker Dealer Services, LLC, serves as Program Manager and, in connection with its affiliates, provides recordkeeping and administrative support services and is responsible for day-to-day operations  
of the Direct Plan. The Vanguard Group, Inc., serves as the Investment Manager. Vanguard Marketing Corporation provides marketing and distribution services to the Direct Plan. 

No guarantee: None of the State of New York, its agencies, the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), The Vanguard Group, Inc., Ascensus Broker Dealer Services, LLC, nor any of their applicable  
affiliates insures accounts or guarantees the principal deposited therein or any investment returns on any account or portfolio.  

New York’s 529 College Savings Program currently includes two separate 529 plans. The Direct Plan is sold directly by the Program. You may also participate in the Advisor-Guided Plan, which is sold  
exclusively through financial professionals and has different investment options and higher fees and expenses as well as financial professional compensation.

© 2023 New York’s 529 College Savings Program Direct Plan.  













2024-2025 Season

Scott Howson

PRESIDENT & 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

American Hockey League

Dear Fans,

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 2024-25 American 
Hockey League season, the latest chapter in a tradition of 
excellence that can be traced back to our league’s founding 
nearly nine decades ago.

The AHL is as proud as ever of its role as the top 
development league for nearly all of the players, coaches, 
executives, trainers, broadcasters and officials who you see 
throughout the National Hockey League today. Generations 
of our great fans have cheered on future superstars, 
Stanley Cup champions and Hockey Hall of Famers as they 
have come through the AHL.

This season is sure to be another memorable one, from the 
excitement of opening night to the pageantry of the AHL 
All-Star Classic in Coachella Valley to the pure emotion of 
the Calder Cup Playoffs.

On behalf of all of our teams, thank you for your continuing 
support of the AHL.

Sincerely,

Scott Howson
President & CEO  |  American Hockey League

A Message from The President



Percentage of all NHL 
players in 2023-24 who 
were graduates of the AHL

BY THE NUMBERS

87.0%A TRADITION OF

Former AHL players who 
skated in the NHL last season

890

AHL players who also played 
in the NHL in 2023-24

349

Former 1st- and 2nd-round 
NHL draft picks who skated 
in the AHL in 2023-24

251

L .  TO  R . :   A H L  G R A D UAT E S  W I L L I A M  N Y L A N D E R ,  I G O R  S H E S T E R K I N ,  E VA N  B O U C H A R D ,  DAV I D  PA S T R N A K ,  C O N N O R  H E L L E B U YC K

THE BEGINNINGS 
Embarking on its 89th season in 

2024-25, the American Hockey 

League is continuing a tradition 

of excellence that began in 1936 

when the Canadian-American 

Hockey League joined with the 

International Hockey League 

to form what is today known as 

the AHL. Eight teams hit the ice 

that first season, representing 

Buffalo, Cleveland, New Haven, 

Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, 

Providence, Springfield and 

Syracuse.

Frank Calder, the 

National Hockey League’s 

president at the time, 

was instrumental in the 

forming of this new league, 

and his name would be 

given to its championship

trophy. The first Calder 

Cup was won by the 

Syracuse Stars in 1937; 

the Hershey Bears 

captured their league-

best 13th championship 

last spring.

From those roots, the 

American Hockey League has 

grown into a 32-team, coast-

to-coast league that provides 

fans with exciting, high-level 

professional hockey while 

preparing thousands of 

players, coaches, officials, 

executives, trainers, 

broadcasters and more for 

careers in the NHL.



THE PLAYERS 
In today’s National 

Hockey League nearly 

90 percent of the 

players are AHL alumni, 

including 2023-24 Vezina 

Trophy winner Connor 

Hellebuyck, Lady Byng 

Trophy recipient Jaccob 

Slavin and Bill Masterton 

Trophy winner Connor 

Ingram. The 2024 Stanley 

Cup champion Florida 

Panthers were stocked 

with AHL graduates 

including former league 

scoring champion Carter 

Verhaeghe and two-time 

AHL All-Star Brandon 

Montour.

During the 2023-24 season, 

a total of 890 AHL alumni 

played in the National 

Hockey League. There were 

349 players who skated in 

both leagues last year alone, 

and 251 former first- and 

second-round NHL draft 

picks developed their skills 

in the AHL last season, 

including Shane Wright, 

David Jiricek, Jiri Kulich, 

Lukas Reichel, Marco 

Kasper, Brad Lambert, 

Yaroslav Askarov, Brandt 

Clarke and 2024 Calder 

Cup Playoffs MVP Hendrix 

Lapierre.

THE COACHES 
At the start of the 2024-25 season, the National 

Hockey League featured 22 head coaches who 

were former AHL bench bosses, including 

Paul Maurice of the 2024 Stanley Cup champion 

Florida Panthers and Kris Knoblauch of the 

Western Conference champion Edmonton Oilers.

Tampa Bay’s Jon Cooper, New Jersey’s Sheldon 

Keefe, San Jose’s Ryan Warsofsky, Colorado’s 

Jared Bednar, Washington’s Spencer Carbery 

and Seattle’s Dan Bylsma are also among the 

current NHL coaches who spent time in the 

American Hockey League before making the jump.

BRANDON MONTOUR
2-T IME AHL ALL-STAR

2024 STANLEY CUP CHAMPION

THE LEGENDS 
For nearly nine decades, the American 

Hockey League has been home to some 

of the greatest players in the history of 

our sport. In fact, there are 133 honored 

members of the Hockey Hall of Fame 

who have been affiliated with the AHL 

during their careers. All-time greats 

from Milt Schmidt and Gump Worsley 

to Roberto Luongo and Martin St. Louis 

came through the AHL ranks and now 

find themselves enshrined in Toronto, and 

the coveted Calder Cup is inscribed with 

the names of legendary AHL alumni like 

Johnny Bower, Larry Robinson, Gerry 

Cheevers, Andy Bathgate, Tim Horton, 

Al Arbour, Emile Francis, Patrick Roy, 

Doug Harvey and Billy Smith.



FLOHOCKEY.TV



VISIT PHPA.COM
Your source for hockey news, player information, merchandise, and The PHPA Podcast! 

Proudly representing our Members since 1967@thephpa




