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Tonight’s contest is the first against the Phantoms in Allentown since the 
Amerks recorded a 4-3 shootout win back on Dec. 18, 2021. The road win 
was Rochester's first-ever in Allentown. 

With Rochester claiming 5-4 overtime win and 4-3 shootout victory over 
the Phantoms last season, the Amerks show a 4-0-1-0 record against 
Lehigh Valley over the last five years on home ice as well as a 1-2-0-1 mark 
in Allentown in that same time frame.

Rochester has earned at least one point in seven of the last nine games 
against Lehigh Valley dating back to Dec. 30, 2016, going 5-2-1-1 over that 
span. In each of the nine contests over that stretch, the winning team has 
scored at least three goals.

Both teams own nearly identical records when leading after the second 
period and each has at least five when leading after the first 40 minutes.

HEAD-TO-HEAD SERIES SNAPSHOT AGAINST LEHIGH VALLEY

The Rochester Americans (10-5-1-1) close out their three-game trek through 
the Atlantic Division tonight as they travel to Allentown to meet up with the 
Lehigh Valley Phantoms (7-6-1-1) at PPL Center.  Game time is slated for a 
7:00 p.m. start and will be carried on The Sports Leader 95.7 FM/950 AM 
The Fan Rochester as well as AHLTV.

After tonight's contest, the two teams remain idle until after the New Year  
when Rochester welcomes the Phantoms to The Blue Cross Arena for the 
only time this season. The contest on Jan. 6 will begin at 7:05 p.m. and will 
be sandwiched in-between a pair of North Divisional games.

TONIGHT’S GAME OVERVIEW
SKATER	 GP	 G	 A	 PTS	 +/-	 PIM 
Linus Weissbach	  17	  7	  7	   14	  -6	  24
Brett Murray	  17	  8	  5	   13	   4	  13
Isak Rosen	  17	  3	 10	   13	  -5	   2
Lukas Rousek	  17	  4	  8	   12	  -2	   6 
Brandon Biro	  12	  3	  9	   12	  -2	   2

GOALTENDER		  GP	 REC	 SVS	 SV%	 GAA 
Michael Houser	 	   6	 3-1-0	  141	 .916	  2.63
Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen*	   9	 6-3-0	  238	 .898	  3.07
Beck Warm^	 	   2	 0-0-2	  37	 .881	  3.52
Malcolm Subban	 	   2	 1-1-0	  50	 .862	  3.97
*=Currently on recall with Buffalo                                  ^ = Currently reassigned to Cincinnati (ECHL)

SKATER	 GP	 G	 A	 PTS	 +/-	 PIM 
Tyson Foerster	  15	  4	  7	   11	   1	  12
Cam York	  15	  3	  8	   11	   1	   4
Ronnie Attard	  15	  4	  5	    9	   1	  12 
Elliot Desnoyers	  15	  6	  2	    8	   1	   6
Garrett Wilson	  14	  3	  5	    8	   2	  34 

GOALTENDER		  GP	 REC	 SVS	 SV%	 GAA 
Samuel Ersson		   10	 5-4-1	  285	 .919	  2.48 
Troy Grosenick		   3	 2-1-0	   91	 .883	  3.93 
Pat Nagle		   2	 0-1-0	   73	 .901	  3.95 

 2022-23 AMERKS OVERALL SCORING & GOALTENDING LEADERS

 2022-23 PHANTOMS OVERALL SCORING & GOALTENDING LEADERS

 HEAD-TO-HEAD BREAKDOWN

Coming into tonight, 15 of the Amerks' 59 goals this season have come on 
the power-play, which are tied for ninth-most among any team in the AHL. 
By going 15-for-60 while on the man-advantage, Rochester is tied for fourth 
in the league with a 25.0% conversion rate.

The Amerks' 13 power-play goals at home are fourth-most in the league this 
season, going for 13-for-37 through their first nine home matchups.

Lehigh Valley Phantoms Rochester Americans

7-6-1-1 ...............................................Record............................................ 10-5-1-1

3-2-1-0 ......................................Home Record........................................7-1-1-0

4-4-0-1........................................Road Record...................................... 3-4-0-1

5-4-0-1 .....................................Last 10 Games...................................... 6-2-1-1

4-1-1-1.........................Record When Scoring First....................... 5-1-1-1

2.66 (6th) .........................Goals-For Per Game......................... 3.47 11th) 

3.07 (8th) ....................Goals-Against Per Game.................  3.29 (17th) 

18.6% (9th)................................. Power-Play............................... 25.0% (4th) 

67.6% (T-12th) ......................... Penalty Kill............................  74.5% (24th) 

3-2 SOL @ WBS...................... Last Game....................  6-5 OTW vs. BRI 

Nov. 30 vs. HER ......................Next Game............................Dec. 1 at CLE

 LAST TIME OUT
Forward Sean Malone (3+1) recorded his first career hat trick and Brett 
Murray (1+2) capped off a thrilling high-scoring affair 2:01 into overtime 
to lead the Rochester Americans (10-5-1-1) to a 6-5 win over the visiting 
Bridgeport Islanders (10-3-4-0) Friday night at The Blue Cross Arena.

The Amerks have earned at least one point in eight of their first nine home 
contests so far this season, owning a 7-1-1-0 mark over that span.

Along with Malone, who also added an assist for first four-point night, and 
Murray recording multi-point games, Ethan Prow (0+2), Isak Rosen (0+2), 
Michael Mersch (0+2), and Kale Clague (1+1) all produced a pair of points. 
Mersch appeared in his 100th game as an Amerk. Jiri Kulich (1+0) rounded 
out the scoring in the win while Linus Weissbach and Anders Bjork each 
notched an assist. 

Goaltender Malcolm Subban earned his first win as an Amerk to even his 
record to 1-1-0 on the season. The netminder’s last win in the AHL came on 
Dec. 1, 2021, as a member of the Rockford IceHogs.

POWER-PLAY PROFICIENCY
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 2021-22 GAME-BY-GAME BREAKDOWN

 SCOUTING THE PHANTOMS

On the heels of his fourth multi-point effort of the season on Wednesday, 
and an assist last night, second-year forward Linus Weissbach currently 
paces all Rochester skaters with 14 points and is one back of the team-lead 
with seven goals through 17 games. He comes into the weekend with seven 
points over his last 11 appearances, including goals in three straight games 
over that span. His seven goals are currently six off the league-lead.  

Brett Murray scored twice in a span of 1:51 in the third period Wednesday 
night before capping off last night's 6-5 overtime win with his third point 
(1+2) of the night. It was Murray’s third multi-point outing in four games and 
Wednesday was his first multi-goal effort since Nov. 19 of last season when 
he scored twice in a 5-4 win over the Phantoms. Murray is within half of 
his career-high 15 goals he scored last season in only 17 games in 2022-23.

First-year forward Isak Rosen notched two assists on Friday, including the 
primary helper on Murray’s overtime game-winner. Following last night’s 
performance, he’s tied for fourth amongst all AHL rookies with a team-high 
10 assists and tied for seventh in points (13).

Lukas Rousek and Brandon Biro remain at a close fourth with 12 points 
each. Rousek began the season with four goals and seven assists in the 
first 11 games but snapped a four-game scoreless drought as he picked 
up an assist to spark Rochester's overtime win on Wednesday. Despite 
missing the last five games, Biro has nine assists through 12 games.

 AMERKS-PHANTOMS 2021-22 SEASON SERIES BREAKDOWN
ROCHESTER
SKATER	 GP	 G	 A	 PTS	 PIM	 +/- 
Michael Mersch	  2	  2	 1	   3	   2	   1
Brett Murray	  1	  2	 0	   2	   0	   1
Sean Malone	  2	  1	 1	   2	   2	   1
Ryan MacInnis 	  2	  0	 2	   2	   0	  -1

GOALTENDER		  GP	 REC	 GA	 SV%	 GAA 
Aaron Dell	  	   1	 1-0-0	   3	  .900	  2.77
Michael Houser	  	   1	 1-0-0	   4	  .875	  3.69

LEHIGH VALLEY
SKATER	 GP	 G	 A	 PTS	 PIM	 +/- 
Morgan Frost	   1	  1	 2	   3	   0	    2
Connor Bunnaman	  2	  2	 0	   2	   0	   -1
Garrett Wilson	   2	  2	 0	   2	   2	    1
Gerry Mayhew	   2	  1	 1	   2	   0	    2

GOALTENDER		  GP	 REC	 GA	 SV%	 GAA 
Samuel Ersson	        	  1	 0-0-0	   1	 .955	 1.50 
Felix Sandstrom	        	  1	 0-0-1	   4	 .826	 3.74 
Pat Nagle	        	  1	 0-0-1	   2	 .800	 4.80

Date		  Result	 Score	 SF-SA	 PP	 PK
Nov. 19		   SOW	   5-4	  24-32	 1-2	 4-5 
Dec. 18		   SOW	   4-3	  33-30	 0-2	 3-3

HOME-COOKING FOR THE AMERKS

YOUTH MOVEMENT LEADING ROCHESTER

Lehigh Valley, returning home from a recent four-game road swing, comes 
into the matchup with only seven wins through its first 15 games so far on 
the campaign. Despite dropping their last two, the Phantoms opened the 
month of November with five straight wins, with all but one being a one-
goal game.

The Phantoms are fueled by forward Tyson Foerster (4+7) and defenseman 
Cam York (3+8), both of whom have 11 points through 15 games. Forester, 
who shares the team-lead in shots (38), has produced four points (2+2) 
over his last four outings. York, meanwhile, has notched seven points (2+5) 
through eight games in November and leads the team with eight assists.

Rookie goaltender Samuel Ersson has handled a majority of the goaltending 
duties this season for the Phantoms as he has appeared in a 10 games. The 
Falun, Sweden, native began the campaign winless through his first five 
appearances but has since posted a 5-0-0 mark.

So far this season, the Amerks have used 12 different defensemen, which 
is second-most in the AHL behind Toronto. 10 of the 12 have recorded at 
least one point while five have scored. Ethan Prow is the only defenseman 
to appear in all 17 games this season and has skated in 87 of the 93 games 
dating back to the start of the 2021-22 campaign.

Lehigh Valley captain and five-time AHL All-Star Cal O’Reilly spent two 
seasons with the Amerks, recording 71 points on 15 goals and 56 assists in 
94 games from 2015 to 2017. O’Reilly served as Rochester’s captain during 
both seasons and represented the Amerks at the 2016 AHL All-Star Classic.

Phantoms forward Alex Kile spent parts of two seasons in the Amerks 
organization, recording two goals and one assist in 11 games from 2016-18. 

Lehigh Valley goaltender Pat Nagle posted an 0-2-0 record in two 
appearances with Rochester during the 2014-15 campaign.

Both Rochester and Lehigh Valley have played in five games decided 
beyond regulation, including the previous game for each team. The Amerks 
are 3-2 in overtime this season while the Phantoms are also 3-2.

 SERIES NOTABLES

The Amerks have earned at least one point in eight of their first nine home 
contests so far this season, boasting a 7-1-1-0 mark within the friendly 
confines of The Blue Cross Arena. Rochester opened the season with five 
straight home wins, marking the team's best start since 2006-07. 

Five of the seven victories this season in the Flower City have come when 
the team trailed entering the final 20 minutes of regulation while all seven 
wins have come by way of four or more goals. Rochester has outscored its 
opposition 18-8 after the start of the third period and has outshot the visitors 
88-74.

Rochester is one of only three teams to have just one regulation loss at 
home this season, joining Hershey and Hartford in that regard. 


