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With four players currently performing at more than a point-per-game pace, 
the Amerks have the AHL’s third-best offense and are one of only three 
teams averaging more than 3.80 goals per game. Collectively, Rochester’s 
46 goals this season are second-most in the North Division and are tied 
for third-most in the league behind only the Ontario Reign (52) and Laval 
Rocket (49).

Third-year goaltender Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen was selected as the AHL 
Player of the Week for the period ending Nov. 14, 2021. In three starts last 
week, Luukkonen went 2-1-0 while totaling 112 saves and posting a 1.68 
goals-against average and a .957 save percentage and registering the first 
shutout of his AHL career. Luukkonen, who has made five straight starts to 
open the month of November, has allowed two or fewer goals in three of his 
last five appearances, good for a 2.02 goals-against average and a .933 save 
percentage over that span. His 229 saves also rank among league leaders.

With his second-period assist Wednesday, veteran forward Michael 
Mersch has totaled 13 points (7+6) and four multi-point outings over his 
last 10 games. The Amerks captain began that stretch with a five-game 
goal-scoring streak, the longest of his career and the longest in the AHL 
this season, while his five-game point marked his longest since posting a 
career-best seven-game point streak from Mar. 27 to April 10, 2015.

Rookie forward JJ Peterka saw his season-long six-game point streak come 
to an end in Wednesday’s 3-2 loss to first-place Utica. He totaled eight 
points (2+6) over that span and is tied for second on the team in scoring. 

Defenseman Mattias Samuelsson has five points through his first six 
games of the season, which includes four assists in the last four contests.

With a goal Wednesday, forward Ethan Prow has six points (1+5) over his 
last eight games, including a goal and three assists in his last five outings.
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Tonight’s contest is the first against the Phantoms in Rochester since the 
Amerks earned a 3-2 overtime win back on Feb. 21, 2020. The Amerks show 
a 2-0-1-0 record against Lehigh Valley over the last five years on home ice 
compared to an 0-2-0-1 mark in Allentown over that same timeframe.

Rochester has earned at least one point in five of the last seven games 
against Lehigh Valley dating back to Dec. 30, 2016, going 3-2-1-1 over that 
span. In each of the seven contests over that stretch, the winning team has 
scored at least three goals.

Both teams are 2-3-0-0 in their last five games coming into tonight.

HEAD-TO-HEAD SERIES SNAPSHOT

The Rochester Americans (7-5-0-0) close out their four-game homestand 
tonight as they welcome the Lehigh Valley Phantoms (3-8-3-0) to The Blue 
Cross Arena for the only time this season. Game time for the first of just two 
meetings between the two teams this season is slated for a 7:05 p.m. start 
and will be carried live on ESPN Rochester (95.7 FM) as well as AHLTV.

The Amerks come into the matchup having won seven of their last 11 games, 
which includes three on home ice, and currently sit in fourth place in the 
AHL’s North Division standings. The Phantoms, meanwhile, have dropped 
three straight to fall to the basement of a very competitive Atlantic Division.

TONIGHT’S GAME OVERVIEW 
SKATER	 GP	 G	 A	 PTS	 PIM	 +/- 
Jack Quinn	   12	  9	 7	  16	   6	   0
Michael Mersch	   12	  7	 6	  13	   4	  -1
JJ Peterka	   12	  3	 10	  13	   4	   5
Sean Malone	   12	  2	 7	   9	   6	   2
Oskari Laaksonen	   12	  1	 7	   8	   14	  -2

GOALTENDER		  GP	 REC	 SVS	 SV%	 GAA 
Aaron Dell	 	   3	 3-0-0	   86	 .905	  3.01
Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen	   9	 4-5-0	  229	 .884	  3.33

SKATER	 GP	 G	 A	 PTS	 PIM	 +/- 
Morgan Frost	  14	  1	 10	   11	   8	  -5
Max Willman	  12	  7	 2	   9	   4	   2
Gerry Mayhew	  14	  6	 2	   8	   14	  -6 
Garrett Wilson	  13	  2	 6	   8	   40	  -3
Egor Zamula	  12	  1	 6	   7	   4	   1

GOALTENDER		  GP	 REC	 SVS	 SV%	 GAA 
Samuel Ersson		   3	 0-2-1	  66	 .892	  2.74 
Felix Sandstrom		  11	 3-5-2	  275	 .905	  2.93 

Lehigh Valley Phantoms Rochester Americans

3-8-3-0 .............................................Record............................................  7-5-0-0

1-2-3-0 ......................................Home Record.....................................3-3-0-0

2-6-0-0 ......................................Road Record.....................................  4-2-0-0

3-5-2-0  ...................................Last 10 Games................................... 6-4-0-0

1-2-1-0 .......................Record When Scoring First....................  5-2-0-0

2.36 (30th) ......................Goals-For Per Game.........................3.83 (3rd) 

3.14 (18th) ...................Goals-Against Per Game................ 3.50 (26th) 

9.5% (30th)................................ Power-Play.............................  18.6% (19th) 

81.5% (14th) .............................. Penalty Kill............................. 79.5% (18th) 

4-3 L vs. CLT ............................ Last Game.............................. 3-2 L vs. UTI 

Nov. 20 @ TOR ........................Next Game..........................Nov. 20 @ UTI

 2021-22 AMERKS OVERALL SCORING & GOALTENDING LEADERS

 2021-22 PHANTOMS OVERALL SCORING & GOALTENDING LEADERS

 2021-22 HEAD-TO-HEAD BREAKDOWN

VIEW FROM ROCHESTER
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 2019-20 HEAD-TO-HEAD BREAKDOWN

SCOUTING THE PHANTOMS

The Amerks currently own three of the AHL’s top scoring rookies in Jack 
Quinn, JJ Peterka and Peyton Krebs, who have combined for 36 points 
(12+24) through the team’s first 12 games of the season.

Buffalo’s eighth overall pick in 2020, Quinn comes into the weekend leading 
all AHL rookies in goals (9) and ranking second in points (16). He’s also tied 
for the league-lead in goals and is tied for fourth in scoring overall among 
the AHL’s top point-getters.

Peterka, meanwhile, is tied for second amongst all first-year players with 
a team-high 10 assists while his 13 points are tied for third-most. He and 
Quinn, taken just 26 picks apart from one another by the Buffalo Sabres in 
the 2020 NHL Draft, currently make up the only rookie duo across the entire 
AHL to rank among their respective team’s top three individual scorers. 

After recording his first two points (0+2) as an Amerk last week, Krebs 
has produced seven assists in seven games this season, tying for seventh 
among all AHL rookies. Krebs, who was acquired by Buffalo as part of the 
blockbuster trade that sent former Sabres captain Jack Eichel to the Vegas 
Golden Knights, has recorded four of his seven assists on the power-play.

 AMERKS-PHANTOMS 2019-20 SEASON SERIES BREAKDOWN
ROCHESTER
SKATER	 GP	 G	 A	 PTS	 PIM	 +/- 
Jacob Bryson	   2	 1	 1	   2	   0	   0
Rasmus Asplund	   1	 0	 2	   2	   0              0
Sean Malone	   2	 1	 0	   1	   6	   0
C.J. Smith	   2	 1	 0	   1	   0	  -1

GOALTENDER		  GP	 REC	 GA	 SV%	 GAA 
Andrew Hammond	   2	 1-1-0	  6	 .889	 3.00

LEHIGH VALLEY
SKATER	 GP	 G	 A	 PTS	 PIM	 +/- 
Greg Carey	  2	 2	 0	   2	   0             0
Mikhail Vorobyev	  2	 2	 0	   2	   4	  0
Kyle Criscuolo	  2	 0	 2	   2	   0             1
Cal O’Reilly	  2	 0	 2	   2	   0 	  1

GOALTENDER		  GP	 REC	 GA	 SV%	 GAA 
Jean-Francois Berube	   1	 1-0-0	   0	 1.000	  0.00
Alex Lyon	 	   1	 0-0-1	   3	 .914	  3.00
 

Date		  Result	 Score	 SF-SA	 PP	 PK
Feb. 21		   OTW	 3-2	 35-31	 1-4	 5-5
Jan. 18		      L	 4-0	 20-23	 0-3	 2-4

ROOKIE TRIFECTA

Jack Quinn was named the AHL’s Rookie of the Month for October after 
leading all first-year players with 10 points (5+5) through the first month 
of the regular season. In just six games to begin the season, Quinn already 
surpassed his offensive output from his truncated 2020-21 campaign, and 
became the first AHL player to reach the 10-point mark this season.
 
Quinn continued his torrid start to the season by scoring his team-leading 
ninth goal of the year in Saturday’s 4-0 win over Cleveland. Dating back to 
last season, the Ottawa, Ontario, native has totaled 19 points (9+10) in his 
last 15 games. He has goals in five of his last seven games.

Quinn has been held scoreless just three times through his first 12 games 
and comes into tonight having recorded six multi-point performances this 
year. Entering the weekend, he remains one of only three AHL rookies 
currently leading his respective team in scoring.

Last Friday, Quinn became the first AHL rookie since Frank Vatrano in 2015-
16 to score eight goals through his first 10 games of the season.

QUINN-TISSENTIAL QUALITIES

Tonight’s contest features three players selected in the 2020 NHL Draft, 
which includes  Lehigh Valley’s  Tyson Foerster  (1st  round,  23rd  overall)  
and Rochester’s Jack Quinn (1st round, 8th overall) and JJ Peterka (2nd 
round, 34th overall).

In addition to Quinn, Peterka and Foerster, Rochester’s Mark Jankowski 
(21st overall, 2012) and Peyton Krebs (17th, 2019) and Lehigh Valley’s 
German Rubstov (22nd overall, 2016), Morgan Frost (27th overall, 2017) and 
Cam York (14th overall, 2019) all were taken in the first round of the NHL 
Draft.

Lehigh Valley captain and five-time AHL All-Star Cal O’Reilly spent two 
seasons with the Amerks, recording 71 points on 15 goals and 56 assists in 
94 games from 2015 to 2017. O’Reilly served as Rochester’s captain during 
both seasons and represented the Amerks at the 2016 AHL All-Star Classic.

Phantoms forward Max Willman is a former draft pick of the Buffalo Sabres. 
He was selected in the fifth round in 2014, the same draft year as current 
Amerks forward Ryan MacInnis and current Sabre Victor Olofsson.

 SERIES NOTABLES

Lehigh Valley comes into the matchup with only three wins through its 
14 games so far this season. The Phantoms, who began the campaign by 
going winless in their first seven games (0-5-2-0), have a league-worst 
eight regulation losses and currenty stuck in a three-game skid

The Phantoms will be without the services of their leading goal-scorer Max 
Willman, who was promoted to the big club on Thursday. The third-year 
pro has seven goals in 12 games this season, including three in his last four.

Second-year forward Morgan Frost currently tops all Lehigh Valley 
skaters with a team-high 10 assists and 11 points through 14 games with 
the Phantoms. The Aurora, Ontario, native spent all of 2020-21 season on 
Philadelphia’s taxi sqaud, but has produced 40 points on 14 goals and 26 
assists in 55 career games for Lehigh Valley over the last two seasons.


